DIFFERENT  OPINIONS OF "THE WORLD."	333
not to have some share of them ? Nay, those, if such there are, who are modest enough to think themselves cut off with a shilling, husband that twelvepence with care, and frugally spend their penny upon occasion, as sly wags, and dry jokers.
In this universal profusion, this prodigious plenty of wit and humour, I cannot help distrusting a little the success, though by no means the merit, of my own: for I have interior conviction, that no man in England has so much. But tastes are various, and the market is glutted. However, I should hope that my candid readers will have the same regard for my opinion, which they have for most of the opinions they entertain; that is, that they will take it upon trust, especially as they have it from the gentleman's own mouth.
The better to take my measures for the future, I have endeavoured to trace the progress and reception of my paper through the several classes of its readers.
In families of condition, it is first received by the porter, who, yawning, just casts his half-open eyes upon it, for it comes out so early as between ten and eleven; but, finding neither the politics nor the casualties of the week in it, throws it aside, and takes up in its stead a daily newspaper, in which all those matters are related with truth and perspicuity.
From thence it is sent up to Mrs. Betty, to lay upon the breakfast-table. She receives it in pretty much the same manner, finds it deficient in point of news, and lays it down in exchange for the Daily Advertiser, where she turns with impatience to the advertisements, to see what invitations are thrown out